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By BERNARD P. LYONS 
Editor of the Journal and Courie 


George Bush, Central -In tel lice nce 
Agency director,, got a few boos and hiss- 
es iJTrd-Tr'f&t' of squirms of embrarrass- 
ment recently when he told the Overseas 
Press club that he’d like to have journal- 
ists continue to feed information to the 
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The statement ;&gs 



indicated how far 
removed from 
reality the CIA 
and Bush remain .. .... „ 

after revelation in 
recent Congres- ; ,Sw/ 

sional hearings and 
elsewhere that the 
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used newspaper re- 
porters as infor- |r* 
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we didn’t. Those of us in the newspaper 
business felt, particularly, that while 
American governmental employes abroad 
have an obligation to pass along informa- 
tion to their superiors — information that 
might ultimately wind up in CIA or Na- 
tional Security Agency files — we didn’t 
believe for a minute that there were 
newsmen reporting surreptitiously to the 
CIA. Such a link is completely inconsis- 
tent with the newsman’s job of reporting 
information to the public. 

The revelation that some newsmen — 
however few — have been on the CIA 
payroll has done untold damage to the po- 
sition of trust and credibility that a re- 
porter and a newspaper must maintain in 
order to perform their news-dissemination 
task effectively. A recent CIA report of 
an impending climatic change throughout 
much of the world presents a case in 
point. The CIA said that rneteorlogical 


statistics indicate that the world’s tern 
p ora turns will dip slightly over the nex 
several decades. This could cut croj 
yields in subsistence-level countries 
enough to produce- famine, starvation am 
consequent political and economic upheav 


id. 


The CIA estimate might be a good on 


... but the CIA's credibility today is sue! 
that few wilt lake it seriousiv. 


The same loss or credibility attends t fit 
reporting of newsmen who permit thorn 
selves to be compromised as spies and in 
formers — for the CIA, FBI, NBA 0 ! 
whatever. 


mants. 

The chagrin that jgjf 
met Bush’s re-® 
marks at the Over- Lyons 

seas Press club was generated by several 
factors. One, that certain newspaper and 
other media reporters had compromised 
their professional positions by serving as 
informants. Two, that the. isolated in- 
stances of such informing has created the 
impression that such spying was wide- 
spread. Three, that Bush had the temerity 
to bring up such an embarrassing topic at 
a gathering of newspaper people. Four, 
that Bush still has rio concept that there's 
anything at all wrong with such practice 
— that, indeed, the “crime” was in being 
discovered. 

For many years, we’ve been told that 
Soviet diplomatic representatives in this 
country, Soviet commercial representa- 
tives and newsmen for the Russian 
agency Tass invariably lead a double life; 
that they also are members of the secret 
police, or spies, or both. Most people be- 
lieved it, and still do. The Russians, in 
turn, have charged that practically every 
American assigned to diplomatic, profes- 
sional or commercial duty in Moscow is a [ 

CIA agent. We’ve scoffed at this. 1 

Now, it turns out, the CIA has indeed 

had informants in jobs w!&RPra v Sift Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400150010-4 

suspected it. Perhaps we should have, but ) 


Rejection of informer roles for report 
ers isn’t a matter of rejecting any large 
citizen responsibility in a governments 
system that may be threatened by tin 
world around us. Instead, it’s a necessary 
course of action to make sure the demo 
c ratic system continues to work. 


